
Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________ Period: ________ 

 

Context Clue Types 
Directions: Read each sentence below. Underline important context clues and   

any signal words or punctuation in the sentence that help you determine the meaning of the 

unknown word. Then, write what you think the unknown word means and what type of context clue 

the author used. 
 

Example:  

Was she a meek, obedient little woman, or someone like Mrs. Cutler, who would rule him as he ruled 

the girls under his watchful eye? (From Lyddie by Katerine Patterson)  
 

Inferred definition: obedient, does not challenge others 

Context Clue Type: synonym and contrast 

1.  His ailment, or sickness, made it hard for him to play sports.   

 

2.  Most castles had high walls and were surrounded by a water-filled ditch called a moat. 

 

3.  Sandy was a novice at drawing. I was also new at it.  

 

4.  My brother is going to be furious at me because I borrowed his iPod without asking. 

  

5.  The boy knew that the lake was teeming, and overflowing with bass, so he brought a big 

net to help get the fish in the boat. 

 

6.   I thought she was going to belittle me; however, she praised my efforts! 

 

7.   My work is so monotonous, unlike my brother’s job which has so much more variety. 

 

 8.  Phobias such as fear of heights, water, or confined spaces are difficult to eliminate. 

 

                  Score: ______/32  

circle 

 
 

 
 



Context Clue Types: 
Definition / 

Restatement 
Sometimes a writer will directly define a word, 

especially if the word is a technical term that may 

be unfamiliar to readers. More often, a writer will 

restate the meaning of a word in a less precise 

form than a dictionary definition. 

The meaning of arbitrary- “based on one’s sudden 

desires or notions”- becomes clear from the 

restatement in the second part of the sentence.  

Signals: Definition and restatement 

are often signaled by punctuation 

such as a comma or dash, and by 

certain key words and phrases such 

as which, is, are, or, this means, that 
is, also known as, in other words, is, 
are called. 
 

Synonym Sometimes the author reveals the meaning of a 

word by using a synonym, a word with the same or 

similar meaning. 

Signals: A definition or synonym 

follows a comma, a dash, or such 

words as or, is, is called, that is, and 

in other words 

Antonym Sometimes the author reveals the meaning of a 

word by using an antonym. 

 

Signals: words like: but, however, 
although, not, despite, some…but 
others, on the other hand, unlike, 
whereas, yet 

Compare Sometimes the meanings of words are revealed 

through comparisons with other, familiar words or 

ideas in the sentence.  

By noting the similarities between the things 

described, you can get an idea of the meaning of 

the unfamiliar word. 

Signals: commas, and words like: 
especially, like, likewise, also, and, as 
well as, in that, resembling, identical, 
similar to, as, and in the same way 

Contrast Sometimes the meaning of a word is revealed 

through contrast. When two words are in contrast 

they have opposite meanings. By noting the 

similarities and differences  

between the things described, you can  

get an idea of the meaning of the  

unfamiliar word. 

 

Signals: unlike, on the other hand, in 
contrast to, but, instead of, on the 
contrary, but, although, however, 
different from 

Example The context in which the word appears may contain 

one or more examples that give clues to the word’s 

meaning.  Read the examples and note what they 

have in common. 

Signals: words like: like, for example, 
other, including, for instance, this, 
these, such as, especially, these 
include 

 

Cause and 

Effect 

Another type of clue is cause and effect.  The 

cause of an action or event may be stated using an 

unfamiliar word.  If the effect is stated in familiar 

terms, though, it can help you understand the 

unfamiliar word. 

Signals: because, consequently, 
therefore, so, since, as a result, 
if…then, due to 

Inference/ 

Implied 

Meaning 

Sometimes readers must use reasoning, text clues, 

and prior knowledge to determine meaning.  

Readers must infer, or make a logical guess about, 

the word’s meaning. Clues may be in nearby 

sentences, several sentences away, or even several 

paragraphs away.  In this case, you will need to 

keep reading until you find the clue or clues.  

Not Applicable (N/A) 



 


